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November 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The children have all settled in well and enjoyed their first half term at Maidenhall. We 
hope you had a restful and well-needed half term break.  
 
Here is a reminder of the staff in reception for this academic year:    
 
Hamster – Mrs Ali (teacher) and Mrs Hussain (teaching assistant) 
Rabbit – Mrs Foster and Mrs Liscio (teachers) and Miss Potter (teaching assistant) 
Goldfish – Mrs Evans (teacher) and Mrs Sultan (teaching assistant) 
 
Tapestry 
We hope that you have been enjoying the posts that have been uploaded to tapestry in the weeks 
before half term. It is lovely to see the children engaging in the activities on offer and playing 
with new friends both inside and outside. If you haven’t activated your tapestry account then 
please do this as soon as possible.  
   
Uniform 
The children are looking very smart in their autumn uniforms and we are expecting them all 
to maintain the very high standards that they have started with throughout the remainder of 
the year. We would like to point out again, however, that part of Early Years is about learning 
through play and with that comes mess! A dirty uniform from school shows that the children 
have been getting stuck in and taking part! 
The weather is changing and we will be going outside in all weathers so please ensure that your 
child has a suitable warm and waterproof coat. We would also recommended hats and gloves 
as we enter the winter season. Please ensure that all uniform is clearly labelled with your 
child’s name and class.   
 
PE 
We started our PE lessons before half term and the children have enjoyed venturing to a 
different part of the school for these to take place. Please note our PE day has now been 
moved to a Monday. Please ensure your child has their full PE kit in school, this should include 
a change of t-shirt and PE bottoms even if they are similar to school uniform. PE kit must 
be clearly named and in a named bag. 
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Supporting Your Child At Home 
Your child has now started to bring home a reading book every week. In line with our phonics 
scheme, this book will be changed once a week. This book should be revisited may times within 
the week. Please listen to your child read, help them read the words and also talk about what 
is happening in the pictures. Other ways you can help your child at home include: 

 Recognising and writing their name (first name and surname) 

 Using a pair of scissors to cut along a line 

 Numbers to 5 or 10 

 How to take off and put on their clothes and shoes 

 How to take off and put on their coat 

 How to use the toilet including washing their hands 

 How to use a knife and fork. 
 
Attendance 
It is of the upmost importance that your child is in school every day to ensure they achieve well 
and get used to the routines and expectations of school.  Please support us in ensuring attendance 
is as good as possible for all pupils. 
 
Dates for your diary 
Phonics workshop: Monday 8th- Friday 12th November – Please sign up for one slot using the 
link sent on Weduc. We look forward to welcoming you in to the classroom and sharing our 
phonics learning with you. Please wear a mask when in the classroom.  
 
Thank you again for your support in your child’s education.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs Liscio and Mrs Foster  
Year R Leaders 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Winter Is Coming 

Autumn 2 2021 

Our books for this half term are: 

 

Room on the Broom               

Pumpkin Soup 

The Squirrels Who Squabbled 

Stick Man                                 

Percy the Park Keeper: One 

Snowy Night 

Here Comes Jack Frost 

The Snowman 

 

 

How to help your child at home: 

 Please make sure you have 

activated your tapestry account 

and logged on. 

 Read the reading book that is in 

your child’s bookbag every night. 

 Practise recognising numbers to 10 

and counting different objects with 

your child.  

 Encourage your child to get 

dressed on their own. 

Phonics 

This half term the children will 

continue to learn more 

phonemes (the sounds letters 

make). They will be encouraged 

to listen carefully to the sounds in 

short words and try to segment 

and blend these for reading and 

writing. You can find out more 

information about phonics during 

our phonic workshop next week. 

Mathematics 

This half term the children will be: 

-Learning to recognise numerals 

up to 10.                                                       

–Exploring one more and one less 

than a number.                                                     

–Learning about shapes with 3 

and 4 sides.                                            

They will also be practising their 

counting skills by counting 

objects, people and the things 

they find around them. You can 

help your child at home by 

looking out for different numbers 

in the world around us. For 

example, see how many 

numbers you can spot on your 

way to school or at the shops. 

 

Writing 

 

Before children can write, they need to develop 

strong muscles in their arms and hands. This half 

term the children will be using different tools to 

grow their muscle strength. They will also be writing 

letters which we have learnt in phonics and 

practising to write their own names.  


